
 

 

CLIENT RESOURCE 

Understanding Indicator (Marker) Molds 

Marker molds are not expected as a normal indoor background finding. When detected indoors, 
they are a strong clue of current or historical moisture conditions, fungal amplification, or 
contamination originating within the structure. 

What are indicator or marker molds? 

Some laboratories use the term indicator or marker molds for fungal types that are generally 
present outdoors in very low numbers but may amplify indoors when moisture and suitable 
materials are available. Eurofins EMLab P&K includes Stachybotrys and genera such as 
Aureobasidium, Chaetomium, Fusarium, Trichoderma, and Ulocladium in this category. 

Several of these molds are associated with persistently damp or water-damaged materials such 
as drywall, paper, insulation, wood, subflooring, and settled dust. Their detection is especially 
significant when the same type is absent from, or substantially lower in, the outdoor comparison 
sample. 

Why this finding matters 

• Marker molds strengthen the evidence that a fungal source may be present inside the 
building rather than entering only from outdoor air. 

• Even a low reported concentration may be meaningful when it aligns with moisture, musty 
odors, visible conditions, adjoining-room findings, or a history of water damage. 

• Material from an indoor source may spread into air, HVAC systems, dust, surfaces, and 
contents beyond the original area of growth. 

• A result may reflect active amplification, older contamination that remains after the material 
dried, or disturbed material from incomplete remediation. 

Purified Environments interpretation: Under the NORMI- and PEPN-aligned clearance criteria we 
apply, marker molds are expected to be non-detect indoors. Their presence should not be 
normalized or dismissed; it warrants investigation and appropriate corrective action. 
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Interpreting the Finding 

Evaluate the complete pattern 

• Review the mold type and concentration with the outdoor comparison, total fungal profile, 
hyphal fragments, sample location, and findings from other rooms. 

• Compare the data with current and historical moisture conditions, building materials, HVAC 
pathways, remediation history, visible conditions, odors, and occupant observations. 

• Recognize the limitation of sampling: a short air sample captures a small volume of air at one 
place and time, while a surface sample represents only the exact location tested. 

What should happen next? 

• Investigate current and past moisture sources and concealed areas associated with the 
sampling location. 

• Correct moisture conditions and remove affected building materials when fungal growth or 
damage is identified. 

• Because contamination may extend beyond the source, perform appropriate fine-particle 
cleaning and environmental decontamination when the combined evidence supports 
distribution into the occupied environment. 

• Verify the completed work through post-service inspection and testing. For treated areas, the 
clearance target is no detected marker molds. 

Bottom line: Marker molds are recognized indicators of moisture-related indoor fungal 
amplification. Finding them indoors warrants investigation, source correction, and appropriate 
remediation or decontamination rather than dismissal based only on a low count. 

Sources and professional guidance 

• Eurofins EMLab P&K, MoldREPORT data interpretation: Stachybotrys and other marker types. 
• AIHA, Assessment, Remediation, and Post-Remediation Verification of Mold in Buildings, 

2nd edition. 
• U.S. EPA, Mold Testing or Sampling. EPA notes that no federal limits have been established 

for airborne mold and that results require professional interpretation. 
• NORMI and PEPN environmental assessment and post-service clearance criteria used by 

Purified Environments. 
This resource provides general environmental information. Laboratory data should be interpreted with the sampling plan, building 
conditions, and professional assessment findings. 
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